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Since our last newsletter, we have had 
a quieter time with fewer runners. It 
isn’t unusual for trainers to lay-off their 
horses mid-season and, with ours not 
running to form, it was the obvious 
thing to do. January is often a quieter 
month anyway with not much racing in 
the calendar, and it has enabled us to 
give them a rest as well as update their 
flu jabs.

We were delighted to win with Chris 
Cool and Letthetruthbeknown before 
Christmas; both first time over hurdles. 
Chris Cool’s win at Bangor gave me 
enormous personal pleasure having 
bred him with Pip Harney and Steve 
Evason. I rode his mother, Cool Friend, 

We are so lucky to have such a fantastic 
group of staff at Stockton Hall who work 
tirelessly looking after the horses and 
facilities on the yard as well as on race 
days.  

We always try to plan activities 
throughout the year in order to enhance 
the team bond, say thank you to the 
team and have a good time in the 
process. Our most recent outing was to 
the Bickerton Poacher for a competitive 
and great fun evening of skittles.

We have quite a few new faces on the 
yard including George Cowley, brother 
of James, who has come to us from 
Dan Skelton and has fitted in straight 
away. George is a naturally talented and 
quiet rider, having ridden from a very 
young age, instilling lots of confidence 
in the horses, especially the youngsters.  
He holds an amateur’s licence and the 
plan is for him to have some rides on the 
track later this season. 

Mia Troake has also joined us from 
down south and is helping on the yard 
as well as in the house with the children. 
She has settled in really well and is 
a great asset to the team -  and the 
children love her too which makes my 
job a lot easier!

Winners!

Chris Cool

to finish a very close second in the Aintree 
Foxhunters so, when she retired, the three of 
us were very keen to breed from her. Sadly 
she died during foaling the year after having 
Chris Cool leaving us with just him.  This, 
combined with winning at our local track, 
made it even more special. He is a lovely big 
National Hunt type who will improve plenty 
as he grows and develops. 

Letthetruthbeknown is another rangy horse 
who we have always liked but felt would be 
a much improved horse for another year of 
maturing. So, it was very pleasing to see her 
win in easy fashion at Uttoxeter under Henry 
Brooke, and her owners, The Myddelton 
Family, have a lot to look forward to in the 
future with this mare.  

Letthetruthbeknown

New Staff at the Yard



Fine Tuning at the Yard

An Improved Service 
for Sydicates

Since Christmas the horses really weren’t seeing their races out 
and it was obvious they weren’t quite right despite looking well 
and showing no signs of illness. 

We took blood tests from all the horses which showed a few 
were slightly under the weather while the rest had a slightly high 
muscle enzyme counts.  Athough not off the scale, this pointed 
to an imbalance in the feed. 

We have subsequently had several meetings with experts and 
discovered the protein was too low in the latest batch of haylage 
and the N number was too high. 

We immediately swapped the haylage and boosted the hard 
feed with linseed to increase the protein levels. 

This, on top of two quiet weeks, and the horses are bouncing 
and looking terrific. 

We have since blood tested the whole yard and found they are 
all back to normal which is fantastic news. 

We also had a visit from Alan Creighton of the Irish Equine 

Centre who came to look at the yard’s general hygiene and to 
recommend any improvements we could implement in relation 
to the cleanliness, ventilation and working practices in order to 
optimise the horses’ health. 

He works at all the top yards and it was extremely interesting 
spending the morning with him walking around the yard and 
chatting through our practices. 

He conducted air tests and took swabs from around the yard 
which showed a good level of hygiene throughout the yard, with 
two exceptions which have now been cleaned and treated. 

Overall, he was very happy with everything and especially 
complimentary about the horses’ individual space as well as the 
levels of ventilation.  

There were a couple of damp areas where he felt bacteria could 
grow which have now been cleaned, and he reiterated the 
importance of ensuring everything is cleaned all the time; whilst 
this is something we are already very fussy about, it was good to 
get the reassurance that what we are doing things correctly.

5 to follow competition
scores as of 26th January

It is really exciting that there is a big move at the moment for 
racecourse to be more accommodating towards syndicates. 

I have recently joined the Racehorse Syndicates Association 
(RSA) and had a good chat with chairman Dan Abraham who 
confirmed they have been really pushing for change and are 
now gaining traction. 

The RSA recently teamed up with Lingfield to trial a new 
scheme at their Winter Millions meeting; there was a 
designated syndicates area with food and drink which offered 
syndicates fifteen free badges with the option of paying £10 
per person for any additional tickets, enabling everyone to be 
together in one area and looked after on an equal footing. 

Currently, some tracks only allow four badges per horse 
which can be awkward when it comes to ticket allocation 
and effectively puts you off running syndicate horses at those 
tracks. 

With so many owners of horses at Stockton Hall being 
involved in syndicates, we welcome any improvements that 
offer our members the best experience on the racecourse 
and a great day out.

Garry Adams
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To keep up to date with runners, and hopefully some more winners, don’t forget to visit our 
website, follow us on Twitter and like our page on Facebook.

@olivergreenall

facebook.com/OCGRacing

Oliver Greenall
Stockton Hall Farm
Oldcastle, Malpas   
SY14 7AE

H: 01948 861 207
M: 0777 1571 000
E: ocg@stocktonhall.co.uk
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Enjoying Life After Racing

We take a lot of care in finding good homes for our retiring horses and it 
is always so nice when their new owners send us pictures and updates of 
what they are up to now. They don’t necessarily need to go to the top in 
their new discipline; we just want them to be happy and well looked after. 

We are very lucky that Poppy Wynne (Toby’s sister) takes them from 
Stockton Hall to look after them, giving them time to recover if they have 
been injured, and getting to know them in order to find the right person for 
them. She has done so well in placing them so far, and all of them are doing 
really well. 

Recently she has had Lex Talionis who she is keeping for herself, 
Cryongenics who won a fancy dress competition over Christmas, and Lord 
County and Conundrum who have both taken to show jumping. 

We also sold Cave Top last year to a team chasing home where he has 
been doing really well to be placed in his first season. We always did plenty 
of jumping with him here around the farm which he loved, so it’s no surprise 
that he’s enjoying himself and proving to be a bold team chasing horse.

New Addition to           
the Family

Jess and I are delighted to announce the birth 
of our third son Monty Gray Greenall, born on 
11th of January weighing in at 7lb 10oz.  He and 
Jess are doing extremely well and although his 
big brothers Sidney and Walter weren’t too sure 
of the new arrival at first, they have now positively 
embraced him and we look forward to the fun 
and chaos with them all in the years to come! 

Lord County

Poppy Wynne

Cave Top


