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Weather Watch

With the rain softening the ground, we're really cranking up for the season! Most of our
summer horses are now on a break, and the firm ground has limited our runs, but the ones
we've raced have done really well.

It was a fantastic result for his local owner, Guy
Myddleton, who has strong connections to the
historic course. His grandmother, Mrs. Brotherton,
owned a horse called Freebooter, who won the
Grand National in 1950 and claimed victories over
the National fences a total of five times, including
The Grand Sefton and Becher Chase. A painting
of Freebooter hangs in the Freebooter Room at
Aintree, where all winning and placed connections
traditionally share a drink after the race — a very
special experience.

Neigh Botha has his quirks, but on a good day
on decent ground, he's hard to beat. Since our last
newsletter, he's won twice — once at his favourite
Southwell and again at our local Bangor-on-Dee.
After previously refusing to start at Bangor, a break
seems to have freshened him up. He'll likely have just
one more run before his winter break, and he still has
plenty of potential to delight his owners next spring.

Aintree is always a special track for everyone at the
yard, being so local and with many of our owners
living in the area. We love having runners there,
especially over the Grand National fences. Gaboriot
was a brilliant third in The Grand Sefton last yearand  Gaboriot willreturnto Aintreein early December for
went one place better this year, finishing second. He  the Becher Chase, which had been his planned run
weaved through the field and toughed it out to the last year before the meeting was sadly abandoned.
line.
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King Ulanda isn't one for soft ground but made the
most of the good going at Carlisle, winning nicely
under a slick ride from young Ben Smith. He then
tried to get ahead of the handicapper at Worcester
but bumped into one so finished a decent second.
Despite the rise in weights, we think he can still win
off his new mark. Ben, in his second season with us, is
going from strength to strength — he is a great rider
but also reads a race very well and is very clear when
discussing a race with the owners before and after
the race which is an essential part of being a jockey.

Two years ago, we launched a yearling syndicate
with staying-pedigree flat horses to fill what we
saw as a gap in the market. Now three, Knighton
finished second at Ripon before being sold at
Tattersalls but stays in the yard. Port George was
second at Windsor, one was a little disappointing,
R WY e and Crack Ops, after finishing second on debut,
King Ulanda ; L TR, \ recently won at Ludlow and is for sale with a
Cheltenham entry on New Years Day. Patience
pays off — you can get a well-bred yearling that
develops into a tough staying horse for flat or
Duke of Deception has been with us over three ~ jumps.
years. Stunning to look at, he didn’t shine early
on over hurdles, but once over fences, he's been  Aboutdamntime brought up our 19th winner of
impressive. He's now won five chases and one hurdle ~ the season when winning at Catterick Racecourse
race for the Salmon Family, and his gutsy latest run  this month. Craig Nichol gave him a great ride to
at Kelso showed he can fight to the line even when  get up close home. It was his first win over fences
out of the weights. Now rated 130, he'll need top but his second win for the yard since Dan Astbury

form, but there's no reason he can't keep improving. purchased him at the February Cheltenham sale in
2024. He looks to be a nice prospect for some of

the big staying chances in the future. Well done to
his owners, all of whom are very supportive of the
yard, as well as all the team at home.

Duke of Deception
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As mentioned, Freebooter was owned by Mrs
Brotherton and won the Aintree Grand National in
1950, ridden by jockey Jimmy Power.

He was the 10/1 joint-favourite and beat Wot No Sun
by 15 lengths in a field of 49 runners. The 1950 race
was a major national event, attracting nearly half a
million spectators, including King George VI, Queen

This is Freebooter having jumped Beechers for
the second time superbly and now lying second.
The leader is Shagreen who soon falls and in third
is Cloncarrig who falls at the second last leaving
Freebooter alone at the last. Jumping behind a loose
horse is the Queens horse Monaveen.

Sponsor.breakiast

Elizabeth, and Princess Elizabeth. Royal interest
focused on Monaveen, a co-favourite owned by the
Queen and Princess Elizabeth, which made a major
error during the race.

Freebooter, a nine-year-old, performed
exceptionally, recovering from a mistake at the 15th
fence. He and Power navigated a tumultuous race
in which many horses fell; of the 49 starters, only
seven finished. Freebooter won comfortably by 15
lengths and was trained by Bobby Renton for his
owner, Lurline Brotherton.

Mrs Brotherton is being congratulated by Bob
Wood with Lord Grimthorpe, Mr Clifford and Booby
Renton (Freebooter's trainer) looking on in the
winners enclosure.

On 30th  September we
welcomed our new yard sponsor
D&H to the yard with a large
number of their employees for a
tour of our facilities and breakfast
with the team. They took a trip
to the gallops and saw the feed
hoppers in action before going
on to the mill where the feed is
made. It is really valuable to have
a sponsor so closely linked to our
industry and local area and so

keen to support us in all we do.
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Tori Watson

“I'd wanted to attend the British Racing School's

Racing Secretary course for a while, but the dates
never aligned with my parenting duties. When a half-
term course appeared, | took it as a sign.”

The three-day course featured talks from major
industry bodies: the BHA on regulation, NARS and
the NTF on staff matters, Racing Home on maternity
provision (especially with 95% of the BRS intake
now female), the ROA on owners’ experience, and
an insightful session with Charlie Fellowes’ secretary.
Although our roles share similarities, there are clear
differences: they use Weatherbys for VAT while we
do it in-house, and they don't generally run events
in Newmarket. Her challenges—particularly housing
shortages, staffing issues, and reliance on Indian
labour—were eye-opening.

As a part of the North West National Hunt Racing
Club we offer an annual trip for members and their
guests, and this year's was to Yorton Farm Stud near
Welshpool.

We all met for breakfast at Bangor-on-Dee racecourse
before boarding a coach to the stud. The stud is
privately owned by the Futter family who greeted us
on arrival and gave us a fascinating tour and insight
into the breeding industry before introducing us to
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Newmarket in action: the school where many
of our apprentices train before joining us, the
theatre of the HIT sales at Tattersalls, and Warren
Hill gallops in the mist at dawn, with the flashing
light bedecked strings. If you haven’t been, I'd
thoroughly recommend a visit.

real highlight, however, was seeing

their current stallions and some of their yearlings.
The setting is a very beautiful listed Victorian
model farm which has been lovingly renovated
since they arrived. After great cake we returned to
Bangor for a very wet afternoon of racing.

There are two memberships currently available
for this club which is just £60 plus VAT a month
so please get in touch with the yard if you'd like
to join it. Full details of which are on the website.
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Rehoming Updates (ROR)

Poppy has been busy finding ex-racehorses new Herbiers is another special horse who
homes. It's always better in spring/summer so we everyone at Stockton Hall is very fond of.
tend to keep them until then to sell, and she’s brilliant He has been rehomed locally, and we get
at matching horses to owners while keeping us plenty of updates which is fantastic. Here he
updated. is out hunting which he has taken to so well.

He was a remarkable horse in every respect,
rated as high as 139, with placed efforts at
Cheltenham and Warwick. Now moved to a
new career nearby, where Garry, one of his old
owners, can visit regularly. Herbie has already
enjoyed a local fun ride and will no doubt be
out competing soon.

Furius de Ciergues is always busy here there
and everywhere with his new owner and here he
is eventing which he seems to love, having run
in a cross country race in Switzerland for us, he
knows what he is doing!

El Borracho’s third place at Warwick Races was
not only his 20th time in the Winner's Enclosure
for us, but it was also his final race as we have
decided now is the right time for him to retire.

Purchased by Dan Astbury six years ago at the
Tattersalls Autumn Sales for 20,000 guineas, El
Borracho has given his owners and everyone at
the yard some amazing times over the last six
years.

He ran a total of 51 races for us and won 11 times
on the flat, over hurdles, and fences. He also
came close with 18 top 4 finishes.

El Borracho will now have a wonderful retirement
and we will provide any updates on him enjoying
his well-earned rest!

Top 4 Finishes
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Horses for Sale

Victoria Milano
Milan x Aughrim Vic

Winner of two novice hurdles, after which she got a
rating of 119, she is now down to an attractive mark
of 106 and was only beaten by two lengths on her
last start so looks ready to go and win. She is in full
work and is not far off a run, with plenty of options
for her over hurdles initially and then over fences
in the Mares Novice Series, with our eyes on the
Cheltenham Mares April Meeting.

5% shares = £800 +VAT

We still have a limited amount of memberships available in these Racing Clubs.
Head to the website for more information or contact Oliver on 01948 861 157
or email ocg@stocktonhall.co.uk

Oliver Greenall Haydock Park North West National
Racing Club Racing Club Hunt Racing Club
Club Horse - Pearl Smoke Club Horse - Ki Woo Club Horse - Dog Fox

& Telefenney
£75 per month +VAT £1,295 +VAT £60 per month +VAT
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https://ocg@stocktonhall.co.uk

We are delighted to announce we are having a Christmas fair on Saturday 6th December
from 12-3pm, with stalls, Father Christmas trail, food, public bar, raffle and a band.

Aintree is on that day too, but we will have a big screen to watch the races. This event is
open to anyone, and you will be able to see the horses and facilities at the yard with the
chance to buy into some fantastic syndicates and buy our yard merchandise.

Saturday 6th December
12pm - 3pm %

Christmas Trail around stables, plusa £2.50 ":
visit and gift from Father Christmas " perchild -

3L
f Al profits from the trail go to
i Clywd Special Riding Centre

P Kindly supported by
4 Savils

Stockton Hall Farm Racing, Oldcastle, Malpas SY14 7A
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now’s the time to turn on
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3 to Follow Competition

The 3 to follow competition is well under way with the
winner getting a night’s stay in a hotel. With the ground
not being soft enough for plenty of horses there are
not too many points scored so please email in your
selection if you have not yet done so to Garry Adams
garry26adams@yahoo.co.uk

Chatloop

You may have noticed on our website that we have a new feature called chat loop that enables anyone to
upload videos to the website. It is a great way to show what goes on at the yard as well as the races. It works
well to showcase our horses, the yard and for owners to share a testimonial. Please send your videos in by
clicking the big esign on our website.
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